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Recording Participation in Positive Activities: A Guide for Frontline Staff

This document is for all staff responsible for the collection of positive activities data, particularly Connexions Personal Advisers.
Background 

The Government is interested in the activities that young people do, or don’t do, outside of school. Research demonstrates that the activities young people participate in out-of-school have a significant bearing on their later life outcomes. 

It is important for local authorities to record participation by young people in positive activities, particularly as local authorities are required by the Education and Inspections Act 2006, to secure access to sufficient educational and recreational leisure time activities (see box below). 

The Education and Inspections Act 2006
The Act introduced a new duty on local authorities to secure access for young people in their area to sufficient positive leisure-time activities. It places responsibilities on local authorities to:
· Secure access to sufficient youth work activities
· Ascertain young people's views on positive activities
· Publicise positive activities 

· Consider alternative providers 

Sources: Office of Public Sector Information (OPSI); http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/youthmatters/thingstodo/ 

The national performance framework

The government has included an indicator in its new local government performance framework of 198 National Indicators to help measure the level of young people’s participation in positive activities. Over half the local authority areas in England selected NI 110: young people’s participation in positive activities as one of their priority indicators within their Local Area Agreement for 2008-09.  Positive activities include a wide range of sporting, cultural and recreational activities and opportunities for volunteering. The key is that activities are structured, good quality, led by an adult or older young person, or assist and support development towards the Every Child Matters outcomes. Activities can take place in a wide variety of settings.
Measuring participation in positive activities

Currently, the data for the national indicator is collected through The TellUs surveys.  The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) is also exploring further ways of improving the collection of data on participation in positive activities.  DCSF have been piloting the use of the indicator questions for positive activities in the Client Caseload Information System (CCIS) specification since September 2008 and want to ensure that data is collected routinely in every local authority area for 2009-10.  Participation data produced through CCIS will be used as additional contextual information to support the baseline and targets set using the TellUs data.  However, CCIS will also provide data which authorities can analyse and use locally to support the delivery of their statutory duty on positive activities.
Exploration of CCIS to capture data on participation will initially focus on young people in year 11, already contacted by Connexions to gather information about their intended destinations.  The aim is to gather information on participation in positive activities in the previous 4 weeks (there is no optimum time to ask this question and it is hoped this will fit within each Connexion’s own timetable of interviews, the 4 weeks will be those immediately prior to when you have asked the question). An example of a collection form being used by one Connexions Partnership is presented below showing the three questions that apply to every local authority area.  

For more background information, click on the hyperlinked text above and/or read the longer version of this guidance note (including emerging practice from Berkshire), downloadable from the National Youth Agency website.

Positive Activities Data Collection Form
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Measuring Participation in Positive Activities for PI NI110

Question 1

In the last 4 weeks have you taken part in any activity led by an adult or older young person
outside school lessons eg. sports, arts or a youth group?

(Please choose only one answer)

O Yes [ Don't Know O No

!

You have now finished this form -
thank you for your time.

Question 2

Thinking about your answer to the first question, how often have you taken part in this sort of
activity in the last 4 weeks?

(Please choose only one answer)

[J once [ Twice [J Threetimes [] Four times or more [] Can't remember

Question 3

We would also like to know if you have taken part in or attended any of the following activities
in the last four weeks?

(Please choose as many answers as apply)

Sports club or class where I've done sport, not just watched it

A youth club or youth group with organised activities run by adults

Faith or community group

Art, craft, dance, drama, film/video-making group or class (not in school lessons)

Music group or lesson (not in school lessons)

Residential course eg. Outward Bound

A learning-related activity not during lesson time eg, homework club, Saturday school, first aid course

Helped out at a charity, a local voluntary group, a neighbour or helped run a club or activity for others

Attended a school or youth council or took part in a consultation event in your local area

o|jg|jojo(o|o|ofo|o|o

A different type of activity led by an older young person or adult
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